
U
nlocking Letters and Sounds

A
ctions, Im

ages and H
andw

riting – Phase 2

!
These are sim

ple, clear actions that don’t im
pede the child saying the sound

!
The sound is only voiced once, so that the teacher can spot those children w

ho are saying the sound slightly behind the rest of the
group

!
The actions also help w

arm
 up hands and fingers, ready for w

riting

G
PC

Im
age

A
ction

Low
er C

ase Letter Form
ation

U
pper C

ase Letter Form
ation

s
Snake

– Slithering snake action
w

ith arm
U

p and over, around
the other w

ay
U

p and over, around the
other w

ay

a
A

rrow
– Firing an arrow

A
round, up, dow

n
and flick

D
ow

n, dow
n, lift and

across

t
Tap

– Tw
isting a tap

D
ow

n and round,
pencil off, across

D
ow

n from
 the top, lift

and left to right across the
top

p
Paint

– Painting w
ith a 

paintbrush

D
ow

n, up to the
top, round to the
m

iddle

D
ow

n and back up, around
to the m

iddle
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atp s

P T A S



i
Igloo

– M
aking a curved igloo

shape m
otion w

ith hands
Short dow

n, flick,
give it a dot

From
 the top to the bot-

tom
, lift, across, across

n
N

ail– H
am

m
ering a nail

D
ow

n, up, over and
flick

Straight dow
n and back up,

diagonal dow
n and straight

up

m
M

onkey – M
onkey arm

s
D

ow
n, up, over and

dow
n. U

p, over,
dow

n and flick

Straight dow
n and back up,

diagonal dow
n, 

diagonal up, straight dow
n

d
D

og
– D

igging dog
A

round, all the w
ay

up, dow
n and flick

D
ow

n, up, round to the
bottom

g
G

ate
– Closing a gate

A
round, up, dow

n
and a tail

Round from
 the top, curl

along the line, up and
dow

n. Lift and across

o
O

range
– Squeezing an orange

A
round all the w

ay
A

round all the w
ay

c
C

at
– Claw

ing cat
A

round the curl to
sit on the line

A
round the curl to sit on

the line

A
ctions, Im

ages and H
andw

riting – Phase 2

A
ctions, Im

ages and H
andw

riting – Phase 2 page 2
Copyright ©

2022 U
nlocking Letters and Sounds

g d m n ic o
C O G D M N I



k
Key

– Turning a key in a lock
D

ow
n, up to the

m
iddle, loop and

flick

D
ow

n, lift, diagonal into
the m

iddle, diagonal out.

ck
C

lock
– A

 ticking clock m
otion

e
Elephant

– Elephant trunk
A

cross and over,
curl to sit on the line

D
ow

n, back to the top and
across, to the m

iddle
across, to the bottom
across.

u
U

m
brella – Putting up an 

um
brella

D
ow

n, round, up,
dow

n, flick
D

ow
n, round and up to the

top

r
R

at
– M

ake the shape of a rat’s
nose

D
ow

n, up and over
D

ow
n and back up, around

to the m
iddle, diagonal

dow
n

h
H

at
– Putting a hat on your

head

D
ow

n, up to the
m

iddle, over and
flick

D
ow

n, lift, space and
dow

n. A
cross the m

iddle
to join

b
B

all– Bouncing a ball
D

ow
n, up to the

m
iddle, round to the

bottom

D
ow

n, lift, space and
dow

n. A
cross the m

iddle
to join
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f
Fish

– H
and m

akes a fish 
sw

im
m

ing
O

ver and dow
n,

pencil off, across

D
ow

n, back to the top and
across, to the m

iddle
across

ff
Puff

– Puffing out candles

l
Lollipop

– Licking a lollipop
D

ow
n and flick

From
 the top, dow

n and
across

ll
B

ell– Ringing a bell

ss
G

rass
– G

rass grow
ing up w

ith
fingers
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